
Time Frame:
• 1-3 class 

periods

Materials Required:
• 1-2 index cards per 

student
• An image to “set 

the stage” for a 
setting you will 
discuss

• Reserve a space in 
the school that 
allows students 
to move around 

Goals of the lesson:
• For students to 

“experience” the 
place/setting 
before the reading 
starts

• To establish the 
connection 
between setting, 
mood, and diction

Battlefields, Castles, and Starlit Nights
Harnessing the Magic of Setting

Lesson Objective:

The Plan:

The Follow Up:

The objective of this lesson is to orient students to an important 
setting that you plan to analyze.  The lesson will help students 
visualize the setting and build background knowledge.

Day 1:
• Using a Google image search, find a picture that closely 

resembles the setting or elements of the setting your 
students are about to explore.  Make sure that they 
haven’t read any part of the setting yet – the goal is for 
this lesson to be their first experience.

• Toward the end of the class period, project the image in 
front of the students.

• Distribute 1-2 blank note cards to each student.
• Direct the students to look into the image and to “see” it 

as if it were alive.  You might narrate some activity to 
help stimulate their imaginations.  Ask students to write a 
single word on each card – a noun or verb – that they 
imagine could be part of the scene on the screen.

• Collect the cards (I collect them from all class periods) 
and choose the 30 or so that are the most unique and 
helpful to the main elements of setting that will be useful 
for the story you’re about to teach.  Discard the other 
cards.

Day 2:
• Take your students to an open area.  I like to take mine 

to the stage of the auditorium. 
• Have students pair up and make a big circle.  
• Number off the pairs in two groups.
• Distribute the 30 index cards around the space in the 

circle face up.
• Now, let the students know that they are going to do a 

scene walk.  In their pairs, one student will be the 
leader. This student’s job is to narrate the scene and 
bring it to life for his or her partner.  The other student 
should close his eyes, place his hand on his partner’s 
shoulder, and allow himself to be led around the scene 
experiencing each item they walk through.

• Let the students go through the scene one group at        
a time.  Then, have the partners switch roles.

Once the activity is over, walk 
the students through a 

reflection.  Ask students to 
reflect on how it felt to be in 
the scene, and especially, the 
mood of the moment.  This is 

what they should be feeling as 
you start moving into the text.
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